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[ Abstract]

In the carly four thousand years ago, humans have alrcady been recorded for using the oil. The
historical documents showed that the oil has been used since the Han Dynasty in China, whereas the
huge exploitation and use of oil was originated from "Drake Oil Well", which was developed by
America in 1859. The oil well was also regarded as the first one in the world. Although the well has
been less than one hundred and forty years; with the influence of technological breakthrough, oil
played an importance role in both people's livelihood and national defense industry. Since one century
ago, the industry of oil has been a symbol for appearance of modern industry. Oil was not merely
regarded as merchandise, but also had much closer connection between politics and power in the
world.

Located in the southern part of Gongguéﬁ TbW%nship- in. Miaoli County, the Chu-Huang Keng was
the carliest and the most important oil exp101tat10n arca, Accordmg to the historical records, in 1861
(Xianfeng 11" year) Kou Chiu who is’ Guangdong otigin dlscovered oil under the riverbed near the
Houlung River, Chu-Huang Keng, and dug:an oil well which was made by man-made. As a result,
there was no large amount of oil resewatlom but there Avas a long-lasting history of discovery and
exploitation. The place, Chu-Huang Keng, has been explmted and run from the Ching Dynasty to
Japanese ruled periods, and after the World War H So far, it still has been run for the facilities of the
oil industry, owing a great diversity of cultural assets which were left form different periods.

According to the statements above and take the Chu-Huang Keng for example, the following are
the objectives of this research, based on the’ procedures of ‘the oil industry and villages, such as
facilities of oil, from Ching Dynasty to Japanese ruled period, and after the World War IL

1. To understand the exploitation and procedures of running about Chu-Huang Keng in
different periods from Ching Dynasty to Japanese ruled period, and afier the World War 11,
by collecting and analyzing different periods of historical documents.

2. To analyze the mutual effects on space and development between the facilities of the
industry and Chu-Huang Keng villages about the oil industry in Chu-Huang Keng, based on
the reclamation of Hakka people in Ching Dynasty, exploitation via privatization from
Japanese ruled period, and the procedures of management and exploitation after the World
War II.

3. By means of filed research and analyses, to understand the present development conditions
of Chu-Huang Keng oil industry and villages, and to analyze the landscapes of mining
industry and formation of cultural assets about Chu-Huang Keng. It is expected that the
report can be regarded as references not only for the research on Taiwan's oil industry
development, but also on relevant and continued research, as well as preservation for the
foundation of oil industry heritages.
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